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TAIT'S RKNOM INATION".

President Tafi announces thai he

will not withdraw as a candidate for

the Republican Presidential nomina¬
tion. That's not surprising: but it is
a bit interesting and significant that
the declaration should have been j
deemed necessary. Ii all goes to at!
least suggest that either strong pres-1
sure has of late been brought upon
the President to quit the Held.on
that the Roosevelt menace is having
more or less effect upon his tempera¬
mental poise and his confidence in his

ability to secure the Republican nom¬

ination without a rather stiff fight,
in contemplating Hie history of the

Republican party, it is worthy of noie

that with one exception no Republi¬
can President has over developed
as much opposition to his re-nomina¬
tion as .Mr. Taft has apparently suc¬

ceeded in doing. There was Lincoln,
who easily succeeded himself. And
Grant also. Hayes didn't offer for
a re-nomination. Garfield was as¬

sassinated iu the early part of his

first term. Harrison had a contest
J'or his second nomination, hut not
a very strenuous one. Then came;
.McKinley who was enthusiastically
endorsed by a unanimous re-nomin¬
ation, ay^ after him. Roosevelt had
no trouble; in becoming his party's
standard bearer for an additional
Presidential term. Arthur alone
failed of re-nomination, or rather of

being nominated to succeed himself:,
lie having inherited the Presidency as

result of being Vice President when
Garfield met untimely death.

OLD IIOlviKK DISAPPEARING".
The grand old "before the war"

homes, steeped iu romance aud dear
to the heart of the children of the
old 'South, are last going, says the
Birmingham News. Set iu a grove
of oaks, the big house with its im¬

posing columns, ample verandas, and

its air of hospitality and cheer, will
be no more. Some of tiiese old man¬

sions have fallen into wreck and ruin;
hundreds have been burned. The!
surviving ones are relics of an age
that is past.

For several years there has been a

movement in the South for smaller;
farms. This movement has been
constantly accelerated. And It means

much for the people of this section.
The old plantations were manage¬
able only when one person was will¬
ing to pass his life in the employ of
another.

The South is becoming more utili¬
tarian. Descendants of those caval¬
iers who charged with Unpen and
melted their plate io support the
"tottering throne of the unworthy
Stuart have scanned their lesson
well. Life is activity, hurry and
turmoil. I! would still be an elysian
.existeucc forever to loiter in the
shade aud yell to I'ompey for anoth¬
er julep .but it is no longer prac¬
ticable.

This mouth will see two of the
line old .plantation homes of Barbour
cuiijtilj. go under,'he hammer.- IUs¬
ui ric Roselands and the splendid
J'ugh estate alike are to be sold.
Some of these days when the South
gets enormously wealthy again the

grand old limes may be revived.

WASN'T IT TOUGH?
To the Editor of the Gazette:

It is said that an idle hrain is the
devil's Workshop. In behalf of over

a thousand Alexandrians who travel
/to Washington to do their daily
chores, J want to say ihat a delayed
train for nearly three hours in this
swift age of ours is entitled to

equal distinction. That accidents
happen over which corporations have-
no control, we have no doubt: but
when a company runs a railroad, ihe
fare on which is the highest known,
if the people in charge will not get
a remedy in cases like that of yes¬
terday, they should be made to do it.
From -1 o'clock yesterday afternoon
until after G. hundreds of, peopjic
who could noi get in the rail road; sta¬
tion in Washington shivered in tIn¬
fold and old Boreas whistled and
hats flew and men swore. About
0:40, seeing no relief in sight, a great
uianv hied themselves to the ferry,
that institution to which some ot

our generous citizens gave birth, and
found that the C o'clock boat was

over halfan hour late. It came, how¬
ever, and the half frozen, travelers
went aboard only to meet equally
frigid conditions. After waiting an

hour and seeing the steam, which
should have been used for the com*-

fort of the passengers, ascend to the
heavens, being wasted in an attempt
to thaw something besides the pas¬
sengers, we were informed that the
boat would not make the trip as the
rudder was frozen. Dejected and
disgusted we again sought the train
and about 8:"0 landed in Alexandria,
our beloved city, which is about, to

annex other territory. It is to be
hoped that when this happens1, and
we believe it will, that our people
will also annex a humane railroad
company who will not let its com1
liniters seek watch boxes, cigar stor<^-
and saloons for comfort, on account
of its own negligence. An easy rem¬

edy was in sight yesterday. The
passengers could have easily been
carried to the point where the acci¬
dent occurred and transferred to cars

on this end. thus saving immense
suffering and perhaps dreadful con-!
sequences to some. The many hap-1
py new years spoken a few days ago
were forgotten yesterday.- and the
temper of the people underwent a

terrible change.
Mr. Editor, in behalf of and on re¬

quest of at least a hundred of your
subscribers, and in order, if possible,
to convince the railroad company!
that it is cruel io treat is people in j
this manner, I am yours, one of the!
sufferers.

II. )
Tiie successful substitution bj .v.4r-

gery of the kidney of a dead 'nac

for that, of a diseased one in a living
man is a triumph for medical sciwics
which opens up great possibilities.
Perhaps in the next half of this won

derful century we will have human br¬
ings getting repaired as they are dam¬
aged. as we do expensive machinery.
As the world progresses the impossi¬
bilities of one age become the or¬

dinary daily facts of t lie succeeding
one.

The president of a western railroad
has issued a pamphlet of instruction
to the employes of the road in which
they are impressed with the justice
and necessity of being courteous te
the passengers of tiie road. How

halcyon must be the peace of the
transportation atmosphere which is
never broken with the rude command
to "step lively."

We see by the papers that a post
card has reached its destination after
having been 41 years on the way. ]t
would be interesting to learn how
many postmasters and postmistresses
have stopped to read it.

An old circus acrobat saved his lite
when his feet, were frozen by walking
on his hands. There would be a rer

tain utility, too. in being an India- j
rubber man.

Rob White is prettier in the open!
field, in picture, po'-try and song than
in a game bag. Man's desire to p-jr
sue and kill must have descended
from the savng-3.

How would you 1 ik»» io run agains?
one of Mr. Edison's re-inforced cor-

cretc rocking chairs as you stumbh
through the parlor on a dark night in
search of a drink at the kitchen tap!

Another bloodless duel lias been
fought in Paris. The system has beer
.icered. but it would be a great gain
to humanity if it could be extended t?

bring about bloodless -aars.

Eaeh battleship requires a scout,
four destroyers and an eighth inter¬
est in a repair-ship.that is, the bat
tleship of the present type.

Genuine hSrd cider seems ;o be a.*,

rare, as genuine maple syrup. There
are old men-.who. have never soeu

either.

Europe has Jjad an earthquake A

new and infernal device to shake

How Attitude
Toward Fiction

May be Fixed

By H. H. BOND, Cambridge, Mass.

HE attitude of public libraries toward fiction" must be deter¬
mined bv the purpose for which they have been established and
maintained. This purpose, as recorded in their deeds of gift,
in the charters under whose authority they act, and in the

published reports of their trustees, is public education. The
charter of a typical Massachusetts library gives as the purpose
of its incorporation, "the diffusion of knowledge and promo¬
tion of intellectual improvement." Trustees uniformly base
appeals for public support upon the educational value of their

!* libraries.
The promotion of education was uppermost in the mind of the man

.who inaugurated the movement for the general establishment of public
libraries in Massachusetts, and formed the basis of his appeal for state

encouragement. In 1S39 Horace Mann devoted the annual report of the
board of education to this question. He showed that there were only fifteen
free town libraries in Massachusetts, and that few books in them were of
educational value. He deprecated the evils of excessive novel reading, and
insisted upon school libraries which should "cultivate the genus of intelli¬
gence. benevolence and truth."

Through his influence the general court passed a series oC statutes
which culminated in the act of 3Sol, granting to every city and town of
the commonwealth authority to establish and maintain a public library in
the interest of public education.

What the state understands by public education appears in the pre¬
ambles and statutes of Massachusetts relating thcrelo. The first such stat¬

ute, -May, 1G42. declared that "Forasmuch as the good education of chil¬
dren is of singular behoof to any commonwealth, the selectmen of every
town shall see that children are taught perfectly to read the Euglish
tougue."

Before 1?S0 the views of .Massachusetts bad so expanded that the fol¬
lowing article was inserted in the sraie constitution: "Wisdom and knowl¬

edge, as well as virtue, diffused generally among the body of the.people,
being necessary for the preservation of their rights and liberties, ... it
shall be the duty of legislatures and magistrates in all future periods of
this commonwealth to cherish the interests of literature and the sciences,
, , « to encourage private and public institutions . . . for the promo¬
tion of agriculture, arts, sciences, trades, manufactures
and a natural history of the country; to countenance

and inculcate the principles of humanity and general
benevolence, charity, industry and frugality; honesty
and punctuality : sincerity, good humor, and all social
a/lections, and generous sentiments among the people."

So long, therefore, as this conception of the scope
of jiubli'; education prevails, and ^o long as the promo¬
tion 'C such education is recognized as their legitimate
¦purpose, the ideal attitude of our public libraries
toward all fiction wjiicii tends to accomplish this great
design must be one of friendliness and welcome.

The people who am kicking against mo¬

nopolies are mostly those who think they
are not in them. Nearly everybody except
iIn* tramp, probably SO per cent of the en¬

tire population, men, women and children,
are ro sonic degree, directly or indirectly,
interested in big business, corporations or

crusts.
Anyone having as much as a single dol¬

lar deposited in open account in a national
hank is indirectly interested in the success,

-lability and profits of big business of some

kind.
Cankers cannot aHord io pay rent and

salaries and accepi and enter our deposits on their and our books, safe¬

guard and be responsible for our money, honor and keep account of the-

checks we draw, unless they lend out, for profit, the money we deposit io

people doing big business.
The hanks must a!-o buy with surplus funds not loaned out the bonds

of corporations and trusts. In the rase of savings banks and safe deposit
companies. Where a small interest is allowed depositors, the necessity of.
these institutions loaning out our money or investing the surplus is still

greater.
So that we are more or less interested and investors in big busi¬

ness. corporations or trust.-, directly or indirectly, to the amount of our

-...r ings and deposits, be it. more or less.
If our savings are small we are interested in big business indirectly

through the banks where we deposit.
If we are of large means we buy the siocks and bonds of the big cor-

porations outright, ^o that we are all in the same boat and there is no

ouesiiou of morals involved.
If we kick wid hammer big business we are kicking and hammering

ourseives.

I believe that many of our household
animals can understand our conversation;
and comprehend much of the daily talk be¬
tween men. I have a friend in the country
who is a greai hunter of foxes and rabbits,
and when I visited him some time a^ro I
found him in the act of cleaning his hunt¬
ing gun. .

I said to him, "Are you getting ready
10 go.hunting?"

"Xo." he replied, <;I am going to shoot
Hob here. The dog is getting too old and
stiff for hunting."'

The dog until theu had been lying on

the floor, seemingly unconcerned, but hardly had his master announced
Hint he was about to shoot Bob when ihc animal juinjjed up, whining and

crawling behind the .skirts of the hunter's wife.
The woman had ali she could do to comfort the badly frightened

animal.
. J. believe that we underestimate the intelligence of animaJs and the

"ya^uVof their incetioii. '

j[ you make friends of dogs or cats or birds, -they are-

friends. They study and know yon better than you know them.
You need never regret or be disappointed in having bestowed youi

''Jin i 1 01 h\cz
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In Trusts
S; E. II. Ti'tHS, Gicn Moore. N.J.

Making
Friends
With
Various
Animals

SIM Bros.
King and Pitt Streets

We have a limited num¬

ber of fancy stiff bosom
shirts with cuffs attached
and detached.very neat

patterns, which we are

now felling at reduced
prices.

$1,50 Quality now $1.15
$2.00 Quality now $1.38

Swan Bros.
Wm. H. Peck
PAYNE AND UUEIN STREETS.

Groceries, Meats and Provisions. Fiour
and Feed, Nails, Glass, etc.

Carload lot of Wood, Coal, Lime,
Cement, Piaster, .Hooting and Terra
Cotta Sewor Pipe.

Either Phone 192

a

Have you the Meuo index

Vou may want to kno«v what
is the Mumiudex, if so we will
gladly show you and give you
'iterature on same for the asking.

B-Oxsslleia and Stationers.

SpecialLow Prices
on Lace Curtains, Comforts, Blankets,

Bed Spreads, &e.
Easy poymentfjif desired,

H. E. WEBB.
,

'.)21 King'Street.

John Ahern & Co.
Corner Prince and Commerce Street.
WHOLESALE KETAIL GKOCEK*

and dealers in
PUKE VYI.VIiS AM) LIQ.UOHS

^{Couuir.v produce received daily.COur
stock or Plain and Fancy Groceries em¬

braces every thing to foe* had in this line,
VVe bold largely in United .Statr-s bond*
>d warehouse and carry iu stock various
I. 'ands of the best
HjKK KYE AN!/ MALT WHISKIES
made. Have also in store supertor grades

of Foreign aud Americen
wiSK«i. A IBS KHow'K, SToirr. <fci

J. & H. Aitcheson
MACHINISTS AND ENGINEERS!

Agents

Gray Gasoline Motors
Engineer *nd Machinists' Supplies.

Pipe. Pipe Fitting*. Vaivej. SJc.

Blacksmithing & Repairing
Promptly Executed.

The best kind of glory ia' th^t 'wblch
is reflected from honesty This is the'
reason for the success of tfje tirm of
John A. Marahail & Bro. They never

misrepresent.

gTlie Dilferanue|
Between beer and strong alcoho- H
lie drink is that the former is a vj
light stimulant with a high food H

value while the latter in a heavy C
Q .stimulant with a low fond value,
R Hofbrau Beer coutains be- m

u tween 3 and A per cent of alcohol, M
rj just what is naturally developed p

in the process of brewing. Al- 2

H together il.s food value amounts jjj? to about 12 per cent. The bal- H
B* anee, HS per cent, is pure water, u

In Hofbrau beer you have tbu H
ideal food beverage. Tlse next h

h time you are thirsty, try a glass. I
M If you like it, have us send you U
U a case. H

3 Robt. Partner Brew Co. B
w ALEXANDKIAj, VA. a
? Phoup-i'JB. Both I'hones m

aStraw'berry1 ICE CREAM.
From the Fresh Fruit

and the fruit is not the canned
I or preserved kind but real, fresh
8 strawberries.

IH. B 1 o c h .

(JI.3 King .Street.
Both Phones.

Sbmmbmmbmmmbmbbwbwbb

Coughing
Makes Sore Throats

It is bad enough to have :i cold with¬
out bringing on some other trouMe
with it. When you have a cold at'or.d
co it. A rent in your clothes doesn't
mend itself, nor does ;i rent in your
health mend itselZ without co operation.

Cherry Cough
Syrup

mends health r< nts and prevents raw-

throats. You are not really wise un- j
less you are u*:ng this valuable cough
remedy lor either now or old coughs.

25c a 13ottie

E. S, Leadiieater S Sis
DRUGGISTS

FAIKFAX AND KING STREETS
ALEXANDRIA .... VIRGINIA
ESTABLISHED 1702.

When buy ins ;. cougii medicine for
L-hildi'Hi hear in mind thai Chamber¬
lain's Cough fli'mody is most effectual
lor colds, croup and whooping cough
and tha' i' contains no harmful drug.
For sale by W. F. Crcightoii and
Richard Gib.on.

518-20 King Si

"E will be iraok
with you, we

are overstocked in wo¬
men's and children's
Suius,Co its,Furs, Blan¬
kets, Comforts and Un¬
derwear. We must
have the room for

SPRING GOODS

and we need the mon¬
ey badly, therefore no
matter what sa.es you
see or hear of you
come to Rosenfeld and
you will save money.

Alterations Free of
charge.

All Underwear mark¬
ed 25c, now 19c

All Underwear mark¬
ed 50c, now 39c

All Underwear mark¬
ed $1, now 75c

All Underwear mark¬
ed $1,50, now $1

*0

In fact everything in
Winter Goods, the
knife is put in deep.

| 518-520 King Street.]
I
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nilsSSo
Grocers

ALEXANDRIA V.4

Loudoun Co. Koll Butter, pound. H
Three Large Can.s Tomatoes - - 'S
Three C:uis Corn Joe]
Three Can* l'e:is - - - -

Four Cans Striii2 Iieans - -

Three Cans Sour Kraut .
"

-

Two Cans Table Peaches
Fancy Seeded R-tijMns. pound, - lu
Sweet Cider, gallon 20c

. i

Royal and Wolfe Street.

You Are Invited
to call and inspect our new office at

612 King Street
New Yerr's Day, until 1 P- m* and
all New Year's week

SOUVENIRS FOR ALL

SIayma leer.
Schneider
Corporation

"The Roseraont Man "


